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1. Goal

• Criminalize the most severe 
environmental destruction and set it 
alongside the most serious international 
crimes that are of concern to the 
community as whole

• Amendment to the Rome Statute (ICC)
• Stop Ecocide Foundation (Polly Higgins, 

Arne Næss Chair, UiO, 2014)
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2. Expert panel
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3. Definition

4. Some choices

• New, additional crime – not amendment of existing crimes
• Including during times of peace
• Environmental damage

• Realistic approach
• Use of familiar concepts

• No catalogue of acts, but general and abstract definition with sub-
definitions of terms

• Environmental harm: disjunctive threshold (severe and EITHER widespread 
OR long-term)

• Pure environmental harm (ecocentric or anthropocentric?)
• Illegal acts
• Legal acts/wantonness
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5. Ecocide: Some reflections

Long process, political support uncertain

Criminalization: important signal (change in consciousnes)

National legal changes more appropriate and effective? Prosecution by national 
authorities
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